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Commission Staff Report  To Facilities Committee  
DATE:     April 28, 2016 

COMMISSION MEETING DATE:   May 26, 2016    

SUBJECT:     2016 Geothermal Facility Operating Protocol – Steam Field Operations Forecast 
Report April 2016; Applicable to the following projects: Geothermal 

AGENDA CATEGORY:     Consent 

 
FROM:      Ken Speer  
                  Assistant General Manager 

 
METHOD OF SELECTION: 

Division: Generation Services N/A 

Dept.      Geothermal  

   

 
IMPACTED MEMBERS: 

All Members  City of Lodi X City of Ukiah X  

Alameda Municipal Power X City of Lompoc X Plumas-Sierra REC X  

Bay Area Rapid Transit  City of Palo Alto  Port of Oakland   

City of Biggs X City of Redding  Truckee Donner PUD   

City of Gridley X City of Roseville X Other   

City of Healdsburg X City of Santa Clara X    

    If other, please specify.  

      

Place an X in the box next to the applicable Member(s) above. 

 
  

 

 

 

 



Steam Field Operations Forecast Report – April 2016 
April 28, 2016 
Page 2 

SR:  xxx:16 

RECOMMENDATION:  

Adopt Resolution 16-XX approving the 2016 Steam Field Operations Forecast Report dated 
April 2016 as the Geothermal Operating Protocol effective July 1, 2016.  This Operating 
Protocol is to remain in effect until replaced by the Commission. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The 2016 Steam Field Operations Forecast Report is an in depth study of The Geysers 
reservoir relative to the operation of NCPA’s Geothermal facility and provides a generation 
forecast of the facility. This report will act as the Operating Protocol with the goal of maximizing 
the generation output.   
 
The Operating Protocol currently uses a two zone strategy with wells on the west side of the 
NCPA lease producing to both Units #1and #2 of Plant #1. Wells on the east side of the NCPA 
lease produce to Plant #2, Unit #4. This Protocol will maximize generation while allowing for 
scheduling flexibility and reduction of load under the proper economic conditions. The Protocol 
establishes a 2016 annual generation target of 100.3 MW gross. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
The 2016-17 approved Geothermal budget covers the proposed action.   

SELECTION PROCESS:   
Not applicable. 

ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS: 
This activity would not result in a direct or reasonably foreseeable indirect change in the 
physical environment and is therefore not a “project” for purposes of Section 21065 the 
California Environmental Quality Act.  No environmental review is necessary. 

 
COMMITTEE REVIEW:  
 

The recommendation above was reviewed by the Facilities Committee (on May 4, 2016 and 
was recommended for Commission approval.)  For Facilities Committee meetings where a 
quorum was not present:  No formal action was taken due to the lack of a quorum, however, the 
Project participants present at the meeting voiced their support for the recommendation below 
and no other meeting attendees had any objections. 

Respectfully submitted,                   

 
 
 
RANDY S. HOWARD  
General Manager  
   
Attachments (2): 

• Resolution 
• Steam Field Operations Forecast Report – April 2016 



RESOLUTION 16-XX 

RESOLUTION OF THE NORTHERN CALIFORNIA POWER AGENCY 
APPROVING THE 2016 STEAM FIELD OPERATIONS FORECAST REPORT 

AS THE 2016 GEOTHERMAL OPERATING PROTOCOL 
 

(Reference Staff Report #xxx:16) 

 WHEREAS, the Northern California Power Agency (NCPA) operates and maintains on 
behalf of the project owners a Geothermal Facility near Middletown, CA, consisting of two 
power plants with containment areas, and 80 steam production and injection wells connected 
by roads; and   
 WHEREAS, the 2016 Steam Field Operations Forecast Report is an in depth study of 
The Geysers reservoir relative to the operation of NCPA’s GEO facility and provides a 
generation forecast of the facility. This report will act as the Operating Protocol with the goal 
of maximizing the generation output.  The Operating Protocol currently uses a two zone 
strategy with wells on the west side of the NCPA lease producing to both Units #1 and #2 of 
Plant #1.  Wells on the east side of the NCPA lease produce to Plant #2, Unit #4. This 
Protocol will maximize generation while allowing for scheduling flexibility and reduction of 
load under the proper economic conditions. The Protocol establishes a 2016 annual 
generation target of 100.3 MW gross; and  
 WHEREAS, 2016-17 approved budget covers the proposed action; and  

WHEREAS, this activity would not result in a direct or reasonably foreseeable indirect 
change in the physical environment and is therefore not a “project” for purposes of Section 
21065 the California Environmental Quality Act.  No environmental review is necessary; and 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Commission of the Northern 
California Power Agency approves the Steam Field Operations and Forecast Report dated 
April 2016 as the Geothermal Operating Protocol effective July 1, 2016, to remain in effect 
until replaced by the Commission.  
  

PASSED, ADOPTED and APPROVED this _____ day of ___________ 2016, by the 
following vote on roll call: 
 

 Vote  Abstained  Absent 
Alameda      
BART      
Biggs      
Gridley      
Healdsburg      
Lodi      
Lompoc      
Palo Alto      
Port of Oakland      
Redding      
Roseville      
Santa Clara      
Truckee Donner      
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Ukiah      
Plumas-Sierra      

 
 
 
_______________________     ______________________  
CAROL GARCIA    ATTEST: CARY A. PADGETT 
CHAIRPERSON      ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
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